Chapter Thm^ NATURAL .SETTING J^ocahorrUs County Sept 23rd 1940 

Par * Roecoe W.Brown. 

( Sec C ) 

Pocahontas County 1 b situated entirely within the Allegheny mountains, 

w'ith the main trunk line of the Allegheny mountain forming the Eastern 

boundary thereof; the south-east side of the Alleghenies are steep and more abru 

-Pt than on the west side that leads off into Pocahontae County . 

Following the main Allegheny mountains, and the County line , from the 

corner of Randolph, and Pochhontas ,on the Pendleton County line to the 

Greenbrier County line ; many mountains , branches and V shaped valleys 

lead off toward the Greenbrier river ; in the ridge and valley provinces the 

elevation of the ridge* range from 3 000 to 4 000 feet and the valleys from 

2 000 to 3000 feet for the most part the valleys are narrow and rise in a 

aeries of steeply rounded hills to the main mountain tops. Narrow V shaped 

gaps have been cut through one valley to an other, when,the streams pass through- 

This gives a decidedly trellislike arrangement to the drainage system to the 

Eastern part of Pocahontas County with the greenbrier river as the master stream 
flowing south-westward. 

Pocahontae County is virtually a - Birth Place of Rivers- as all drainags 
waters of the County are fanned within its boundaries and flow outward. 

It has a maximum in elevation of approximately 2666 feet and the highest 
/ aver age elevation .« any County in the State of West Virginia. The lowest point 
where Greenbrier river enters Greenbrier County is at an elevation of 1 9 ‘ 7 6 feet. 

The strear.8 are all swift nnrt 

wift .and for the most part still actively cutting 

”” riag " " r "" Eh *»' „ 

l ° p ’ •' • ■>«-* *.»«.. «. 

sides are jutted with larc*« + 

rg# CUff8 and rocke *»■* Id greatly, in giving the 
County that picturesque ecenerv ,h< u .. 

y Which it so eminently posseeeea. The vales an 

narrow and rich, and cultivated with . 

’ h th * Btre “ B ““ilemly winding through the 




Peautiful hor.ee are found i r.terepurced along the valleye, 

, « » Vi rrrr 0 B Afld BI*6 8 J 

cor situated at those points that are favorable for * ’ 

profusely through the vales and even to the mountain tops. 

The main top of the Allegheny mountain or crest alonjthe County line preeents 
what ie euppoeed to be the beat exemple of penoplane in the County , and what 
is probably the beet in the State of We6t Virginia, It can be seen to the best 
advantage near " Top of Allegheny " where it is crossed by the btauntcm 
and Parkersburg Turn Pike* The mountain is a broad surface with slight 

dissection , but preserves an even sky-line for several miles . The average 


elBaation of the Allegheny mountain is approximately 4400 feet . 

Noplace in the Hills of West Virginia can affird more beautiful cenery 


than the top of the Allegheny mountain looking east; all the mountains may be 

fra** 

seen as they pile up, between the main Allegheny and the Elue in the " East 


Virginia 


Allegheny" is the name that has been applied, or given to the 


principal trunk line of the Appalachian syatem or ranges of mountains in the 
Eastern United btatee. The n Appalachain" was first used by the Spaniards 
under Denote, in naming the ranges of mountaine "Ap^alachee" in honor of the 

ft *1 

Apalachee Indians. Then later was incorrectly called Allegheny. 

The word Allegheny derived from an Indian word with unaecertained 
meaning. No matter what the word meane , or meant in the Indian language, 

o? melody, of beauty, and a concord of mueical etraine. 
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aountoino that divide tho head water* of tha Craanbriar Ri*er and tha 
WAttrt of ^ba Dry Fork and Olady Fork of Chtat River, and following tha 
Randolph County lino , haa beam loaally callad t^ff and known aa Middle mountain 
* ut ip ahown on tha Soil Survey l/ap of Pocahor.taa County aa Tha • Lynn Divide " 
•^•^•tiaa of thia ridga or plataau that extends from tha main Allegheny 
mo until na to tha Shavers Mountain averages approximataly 3500 feat; at or naar 
tha Allegheny mountain la 4000 feet, north of tha Eliatar Swamp it 3708 faat 

a 

the Mister Pwiep 3637 feet, where It connect* with the Shaver mountain la 

4065 Th « Shavers mountain dividae the water* of the Weat Fork of % 

the Greenbrier and the Sharere Fork of Cheat river , and la the prolongation 

of the back Allegheny mountain which loose* ita .elf in the aoutk.rn part of Tuckr 

County near the Bry Fork cf Cheat between Otter creek and they Glagy Fork. 

The creat or water ahed of the Shaver* Mountain that form., the di vidingx'lio. 

between Randolph tnd Pocahor.taa County.* from the Staunton andpf»rk.rsburg 

turn fik^ northward ha* an election approximately *000 feet .with the knob 

tower 

the Gaudlceer i* located upon.at an elevation of 444 5 feet which i. tho hlghoat 
point. 

Th. hot Ulu».nj >.«•<«. 1. th. or Prolog.,t,„ „ lh . 

*• P»>»* th. SUu„v» P„„ r .W, , u , 

...; of th. B.O. m. 6 h. w ». Cr „ nlrlir 

•“* “* sh *”” r,rk Ch " t '“*««•» »' «• B«k ui^ ., 

Ch... H.u.tol.* Thorn)- n.t rtieh „„ „ ^ 

th. hie,.,, pom, .. ,„h ttUHh . w .„„ u , ia ^ 

.. .... ,..t „ th. htphoot ,.t.t .o 

‘ “"““ ,U r r ** - *' ~ " —■ «-«. *. mtoro 

of thw Elk Ri Ytr. Cranberrv 

n “* “*•" “• oroonhrl.r C.ooq j,„ 

north of Hill* Creek v 

- Allegheny Mountain and th. plat w 

region ha. an average elevation .bom. 4600 f.ot 







Th# highest tie vaticn cf ridges cr Knobs in Poeahcntae County are 
as fcllevs , as shown fcy the CeclogicsLl Survey of PoctfcoEtii County. 

Bald Knob.4642 feet.Cn Each Allegheny fountain. 

-corny Flat,..4639 feet, at junction of Cheat and rack Alle^eny 

Cheat 1ft. .....4635 feet South of Mace. 

Spruce Knob. 4710 Cost On Red Lick Mcut&in in Edray Die-t 

lace Knob,.4705 feet South-East cf Pace 


Big Spruce Knob, . 4695 feet In JilliaE River - section 

^-eber ..idge. 46o2ffeet Spur froc cain Allegheny 

Black Mountain. feet HUlana River tmd Yew Mountains 

Brier nob. A 516 feet South-west of Hills Creek 

a 

..■sehorn. **SO feet Spur frc» cain Allegheny 

J -udir.eer Knob ....... 444K f c * 

.. * ee * Shavers aountain County line. 

Baddy Knob .. 4JQJ # 

. 4494 feet Cb Allegheny South of Frost. 

Top Allegheny . 4 199 . . _ _ 

99 feet 5.5 »lies northeaet of Arbovale. 

School...... ATiC r 

. . 335 fe«. On Allegheny couctein on Stat. line 

^oke Carp Knob , 

_ 218 C " 9»«*. E..t or TWc^d. 
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NATUHaL fiTriNC. CHApTjJt TIME..: ( Poeahcr.tac Cdunty ) , . 


Roaecoe ,V. brown 


F “ rt 11 ‘'fycZi/ fS/V.A/f-/ 

( Sac n) 

^ CREEK . ThomaB Creok gives ripe near the water shed of Thorny Creek near the 
cf the Sonica C.C.C. Comp -and—fX^we , and flows North to connoct with the 
-itlington Creek l| miles East of Sitlington, 

It has a meandering longth of 6 milos with a total fall of 900 feet 

with a rate of fall per mile 6f 150 feet, ar.d hae -h-a* an- area of drainage badin 
of 8.97 square miles. 

The Tnomae Creek,water drainage basin, was mostly coveredwith the fanous 

white pine trees, which was cut aver, and operated about the year of 1885. 

is situated 

The Senica State Gone Foreet^, to the South and North-Treat , and the Stu* 

Carr.e and Fieh Connierien ; hae erected, their care keepers hone , near the head of 
this branch . 

Thororjreek wee first settled by the dependents of the pioneer John Vc Luughlin 

and ■Will ib Me Lau C hlin, about the tine of the formation of Pocahontas County, whoe. 

duoed.ate were among the noet popular and prominent citii.ne of Pocahontas county 
nr.d w«ro natives of Ireland. 

hober. Dunlap, l.cutah.n; ,.ttl.d an n „„ cr „ t „ th , y ., r „ „„ 
far and n.ar tel. fill, »auld .tt.hd r.» t l.u. , th . n ^ _ 

ran paara Or.anb.nl. , ,i«ht ...» , ... Hunt.r.rtU. „ 

r.are.t paint, af th, church ..rvic. cf thalr prafarcncc. 

Thar... Or,ok r.c.l».d It, ,r,„ .„ . ld pl „ r ,. r th . , 

h.d ,attlad far . ti». an th. h..d ..t.r. ,r th. ar.ok,; af *,« U„U 

tut at long ae the brunch continue* to flew . . 

c Iiovr > 11 wil1 perpetuate hie msnory. 

Some folks are of the opinion ♦ 

opinion that it ... named after Thomas H.tt.n .hfc owned 

lend near the mouth of Sitlington creok. 


'OSES SPRINT. HUN. Loses Spring Hun flows in to the Greenbrier hiver , opposite 

the site of the Haywood Lumber Town, 2 miles south of Case, 

feet per 

It has a total length of 2.9 milos A , and a fall of 4 7I.l^milei , with a 

has a total fall of 1375 feet.-* " * ~ A . .. 

~drainago basin area of 1.86 square miles. It ie situated on the we6 e 

Greenbrier River end gives rise in one of the most copious, ar.d beautiful 

Springs in Pocahontas County, - is near the residence of the late Joe McLaughlin 


about 2 miles west of Case T 

The Poses Spring Run received ite name from on ef the very first 
settlers cf Pocahontas County; It is a 6mall branch ,of pure plear,cold water 
but carries with its name , fcnd the incident that brought about* its name, one 
of ithe thrilling incidents , that was common among the pioneers , and Indians 
cf the Greenbrier Valley,. 

’ oses Moore settled on Knapps; Creek about the year of 1770 , and during 
the first years of his pioneer life, in the region of Pocahontas County , he 

c n~ 


spent much of his time hunting and trapping Back Alleghany, and the upper 

i >/< 

Greenbrier River , and the vicinity of Clover Lick . 

4 

He was a close observer of Indian movemente, and would make careful search 
for Indian signs before resuming operations, as the hunting seasons returned. 

The usual place for the Indians to cross the Greenbrier River , in the hunter r^ou^d* 

of that region, was at a narrow place in the river, narrow enough for the Indians 

I 

It with a pole . He would teke notice accordingly which side of the r.iver the 
^^^Jtir.g-polep would be on , and acted accordingly. Finally the Indians seemed to 

^ ; :r: - rat ^y, and thereupon.vaulted the narrow passage , and cunr.ir.gi 

• r l : - - the other side. Th-i * ^ . 

_ t * W ** h '“ t " »« “* E-rd. 

'■ Set ki * tr0FS - l00ked Sfter de « r *i£n , and arranged hie cm*. 
■..nters purpose to pass the Sabbath at hie can* in qtiet repose, 

:r.g of the Bible, he always carried with hi® for company . 

a fat turkey tc roast about daylirht nTV * , 

ux aayiignt , and was reclining on a bear skin 

,r * the Bible ,preparat< 








t-eTcr* breakfast , a habit so charietfcriotic of the Scotch- Irish at tr.at period 
cf tint. He was interupted by the breaking of a stick, and upon looking intently 
and rteadily in the direction whence the eound seemed to have cor.e ; he ea w five or 

**->• warriors aimimg their guns and moving cautiously upon him, 

toeing there was no chance tc escape, hemmed in as he was,he threw up hie haade 
and made signs for then to come to him. he put the turkey before them and made eigne 

for than to eat. By gestures and guteral grunting they gave him to understand 

that they v/ould not touch it^unle6E he would eat eome first. He did eo, and thereupon 
they devoured it ravenously, and it was no time that scarcely a fragment remained 
even of the bones. 7' v 5j§ 

Soon ao breakfast was over , they started for their home in Ohio. Having paeced 

% 

but a few miles ,they halted at what the pioneer afterwards called the looses Sprir g 
ar.d ever since that time the little branch, has been handed down from generation 
to generation as the Moses Spring Run. 

The prisoner was securely bound with buffalo raw hide thongs, and pinioned 
to the ground, a detachment went off in the direction of Stony bottom , and werej>^« 
two or three-houre. ’,hen the/ Indians returned they were loaded down with ore . 

( It appears by the tradition that there wa6 a lead mine eomewhe? ir. this locality) 
this Cto was carried to a place where an oth6 halt was made^ard the ore wee { 
onelted and reduced in weight ; so that one could carry what had required two tc 
bring in as raw material. 

The prisoner ( Hoeee Moore ) was taken as far as Chilacothe and the Indian* 
seamed to have been greatly elated over their capture. So much 60 that as a special 
compliment of the Indian Squaws , it was decided in solemn council , of inquiry 
what to do with the prisoner; and it was decided that he should run the gauntlet. 

The Indiane seemed to have known of nothing so intensely amusing than running 

i 

the gauntlet, ar.d of no complinentnore flattering to their favorite 6quaw friends 

than have tha-. to form the sauntlet lines , and leave it to them to torment the 

captive. Accordingly two lines of squaws were drr.rr. up about six oE eight feet apart 

One captive had preceded Hoses Moore, who was stabbed , bruised and hacked to 
pieces. 




“ “■-••K it was only death any way , h'e entered the line and passed Ecired 

a.l) a squaw with a long handled frying pan struck him. He wrenched 
• er and knocked her down with hie fist and then striking right and loft 

* he fr > ln E pan.he proceeded along the linos, and many of the 
away . Then 1/oees ?/ocre had ecattered them . the warriors crowded 
FQ.ted anu praiFed him, " g00 d Boldier" » good soldier " and decided 
allowed to live. Ey degreoe he secured the confidence of his 

? ' Crf * ^ hUnUn6 ^ W Ver >’ —essful and the Indian who was his keeper would 

muon, a part of which he would secret. The ouply of amuniticr. was 
dually basing, and the S ive^ he absent was extended two or three da M . 

tth t>16 lr ‘ Cre6£e ° f rati0I3S ’ ° f P0wder and bullets, and extension of time, 

e to make escape, and got a start so far ahead that the Indians could see 

:opeful chance of recapturing him. 

° S6S Raa 80 /^ ed by the fact that Hoses Uoo r„ 

be rrourd v * ' W&£ b ° Und £nd Pinionec 

e E rour -° by the Indians rear 

SB lcrcr ' &rge S?ring at the bead of the branch 

0Rg as it continues to flew <t will r " + 

. Wil1 P er Petuat e the memory 0 f 

6 ° ne ° f Pccahont8e breve pioneers. 
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NATURAL SSTTIN3 Poe&hontae County. 


CHAPTER THREE. 

Part ( 1) Sac D ) 

STEVENS HOLE RUN;- Stevono Hola Run is a small stream of little importance 
but has considerable local interest /# It has ite eource in a limestone Spring 

west of the State highway 0..7 mile north east of Mill Point and flows in a 
southward direction to the Greenbrier River one mile north east of Seebert . 

-w r . as a total, of 2^ miles , with a fall of 3^5 feet at a rate of 122 feet per 
with a drainage area of 3.75 Square miles. 

Stevens Hole Run is so named after Steven Sewell, whom Colonel Andrew Lewis 
*ound at at Marlins Bottom, in 1751 with Jacob Marlin. Steven Sewell spent a 
winter soon after in a anall cave just at the head of the Run. There ie a 
tradition that the sane Steven Sewell wae killed by the IndianB some yearelater 
on big Sewell Mountain^ farther down the Greenbrier River. ( But the same has 
been disputed by other writers ) There is a tradition story, that a certain 
paymaster of a certain Ohio regiment stole the payroll when here for therPattle of 
Droop Mountain , and hid the money in'stevens Hole". ( Referred to a a'the Cave in 
wr.;ch Steven Siwell lived ) In Bowerft'book the Tragic Era. In writing up the 

carpet bag govenor of a certain southern state, the writer says the said govenor 
had been accused of absconding with the pay roll of a certain Ohio regiment. 

A very interesting and well delineated description of this little branch 

and Cave,locally known as Stevens Hole, and the authentic history that it contains 

is portrayed in a special editorial written for the Pocahontas Times bearing 

date of July 14th 1927, by Andrew Me., president of the Historical Society of 

*est Virginia. The letter is hereby given in full because of the hietorical 

d.t. It «1~. 1« r.fc.rd to '.'arlln „„ S...U, th. t.o Mr.,. ..tt»r. 

of th. Croonbrier Valin «„a oth.r hl.t.rl.bl dot*. 


ho b coo Ve Brown. 

/?-/?¥/ 
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Tn the oli day* there was a well founded belief that if horses afflicted with the 
•cretchee , en affection of the skin in the fdtlock, were watered, and theri feet 

i a this little stream that they would be cured, and it was the custom to brSg 
horses there from the surrounding Levels community. 

• • 

In the tourist day that is coning it will be the regular thing to halt the car at 

'bis pointJ..and the viditors will walk eorae three hundred yards and climb the 

declivity that brings than near the top of the cliff and inspect the cave. 

It will also afford them the boon of the finest drinking water, as cool and clear 

as is to bs obtained in this world of ours . 

1 have never seen a cave that wae so well suited for a habitation as this one 
On climbing the level of the opening first is found a smooth platform sort of place 
perhaps thirty by forty feet irn size. Next is a great roof or portico which shelters 
w.iich shelters a large portion of this troace , with an outcurving roof perhaps ten 
feet high. Then in the wall is a room about six feet wide and ten feet deep, with a 
low ceiling . A fire across the openingwould keep this little retreat comfortable 
ln 1)18 cold8st weather. Eack in this room is an opening of unknown dimensions but 
extending well back into the cliff. It is very dark there and would not be suitabk 
place for living rooms but would be an ideal place to store food and supplies. 

The front room is fitted with a level floor . and being open to the outer air is in 
good condition now without* particle of fixing to afford a comfottable place to sleep 
and take shelter. No stream issues from this cave , and there is no current of air. 

It ia an ideal place for camping and is one of the sights of the County. 

If you have occasion to visit it, follow the path oF-up by an old abanded 
e.wdu.t heap. The place is Dr. H. ,. Ifc Heels far* . the top of the cliff being the 
dividing line between his farm and that of F. Kucbaan land. Perhaps if you go 
into the cliff you will be on the Ruefaan land as well as the HcNe.l-land. 


As i. the case of every ran who has ever cleared and reclaimed land . I - 

something of a land.c.pe gardener . As you drive through thee, pleasant valleya.you 
S&£?en ember that it wae the ran , ith , pl#ndid ^ 


arises. 









tf poisiMlitiee in that little cove .rhich hae not boon much 

» »j»t» place to far. It has been talked of as a place to grow water crest 
has been tome alight effort to transplant wild cranberries into the bog 
P t of the shut in place. On tV/otWr' every cide is rich fano land but tho cove 

***. ?#d °* c * pt for some indifferent pasture, which in a eection so solidly 

C os ha* ,iot been much esteemed . '.Vith very little work there could be a little 
formed here of clear pure water, it would be surrounded by beautiful grassy 
shores and beetling crags would overlook it, there you would have grass, water, 

precipice in close hanaony, and it would be one of the beauty spots of vest- 
*rginia. The highway would skirt on. side of the park , and Stephen S.wslls everlast* 
ouce would look down on it, It would be just the right distance , eight riles, to 

attraction for the town of Parlinton , and it would be an objective for 

riVB8 fr ° a LeWl8bUrg ’ R ° nC - V ^-' *“• -W-r Springs, and Hot Springs Virginia. 

I have beon weighing the somewhat slight evidehce that has been left of 
the pioneer SteDhen 

thofth , »• - ».« , Mb „ tt , ltwrtw .„ rtlll 
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the cabin and tree dwelling were located in the narrow pass through which 
napp * Creek breaks through to reach the Greenbrier River. This stream flows bet 
' re * wo peaks or headland maring the gate way to the great Knapps Creek Valley 
one a s P u r of the Buckley. Mountain and the other a spur of Marlin Mountain. These 
peaks have never been given names , and it is now proposed to name than Mary and 
* i*abeth, after Elizabeth Dunlap, and Mary Vance Warwick. 

The people of this county have specialized on the name of Marlin, and have 
allowed the people in a distant part of the State to use th,e name*of Sewell. Thus 


is remembered by Big and Little Sewell Mountain, Sewell Creek, Sewell Valley 


tne town of Sewell, and one of the measures of coal of the New River section, known 


Lt is the common belief basid upon a tradition, that Stephen Sewell left 


here , and moved to Sewell Creek which flows into the Gauley River , and that he was 


there killed by the Indians . As a defender of tradition, I am sorry to say that I 


have come to the conclusion that Stephen Sewell never lived farther west than the 

Run 

cave at the Rnnthat bears his name in Pocahontas County, near Millpoint. 


That he lived on the waters of Gauley is due to a statement prepared by 


Col. John Steart , the grand old man of Greenbrier County, in the year of 1798, And 


n his report that Sewell moved forty miles farther west and lived on a 


creek that bears his name . It is not at all likely that Sewell lived on Gauley 


or any paint vest of the Greenbrier valley prior to 1756 . David Tygart had to leave 
the nearby valley of Tygarts Valley River in 1754, and he is undoubtedly the origi- 
onal settler west of the long intervening valley of the Greenbrier. 


At the same time , it is probable thatSewell ranged widely and Sewell Creek 
could have been named for him . But we have definite history of the time and place 
of hie death • It occurred on the 11th day ofl September 1756, on Jacksons River, 
near Fort Dinwiddie. In 1750, Dc. Thomas valker , and explorer towards Kentucky 
crossed the Greenbrier n iver at the mouth of Anthonys Creek and noted that he had 
word of white settlements higher up on the river . 




r.f.rr.1 to p..pl. Uvin. •* « »•" “• »' K "‘ P1 ” ° r " 1 ‘ ' 

Hit year the Mm -ere settlinfj anttee on the lenda a.r.eyei tor 

.. 175^ France clainei all tne 

Cfeenbrier Coip*ny . Th. war clouds began to gather in l • 

land drained !by the Mieeiesippi . In pursuance of this claun tney 

•rection of a fort at Pittsburg. Govenor Dinwiddia in 1753 sent George Washington 

with an ultimatum to the French to abandon their claim to Fort Ouquesne.to which th. 

French gave no heed. In 1754 Washington fought a losing campaign , and reached some 

agree"ent with the French at a place called the great Meadows or Fort Necesei y, 

near Brownsville Pennsylvania. Later in that year the Indians killed 

family at Beverly, the first settlors to be massacred by the Indians m the French 

and Indian War. The next year the settlers on the frontier felt reasonably safe 
while Braddock was forming his army but even before his defeat in July, 1755, the 
Indians were killing on the Holston River and on the head waters of the New River 


The first effect of Eraddocks defeat in this section occurred just about a month after 
that tine when the Indians appeared at the mouth of Knapps Creak and killed twelve 
persons and took eight prisoners . This raid ended the hostilities for the year 1755* 
Eut in February and March 1756 they broke out again. This wa6 caused largely by 
unfortunate expedition expedition led by Gen Andrew Lewis in the winter of 1755-56 
against the Ohio Indians, he marched an army of 41 8 men clear across the State of 'Vest 
Virginia to strike the Indians in their towns on the Ohio. It is called the Sandy Creek 
Voyage . It resulted in disaster and tne rr.en suffered from want of food and from 


the cold weather. 







Chickein House Run.- Chicker. House Run is another minor tributary of the 
Gr ©er.brier River joining the latter stream one-half rile south of Watoga. 

-t heads on the west elppe of the P£le Mountain and flows almost due west 
for a distance of 2.8 miles. Its drainage area is 2.42 square miles. 

k*e a total fall of 790 feet, with a rate of fall per mile of 282.1 fee 
fartnule. There is a tradition that the branch was so named from the 

f act that or.e of the old pioneer hunters of this section of Pocahontas County 
knowmg that the branch was infested with Foxes and other varmints , and 
order to catch them, he placed a small Chicken House on a stump with one or 
b *° chickens inside the coop, then placed spring traps all around and about 
the Chicken House, and thereby caught many of the Foxes and Varmits by this 

method of enticeing then with a chicken; And the branch has been there- 
after called"Chicken House Run”. 


BFAVER CREEK 


Beaver Creek ia made up of two branches with several ariall 
tributaries roughly forcing a Y the southern branch heading well up on the 

west eide-of Beaver Lick Mountain with th/e northern branch heading on'the 
east side of the Buckley Mountain to join the Greenbrier River at Violet. 

The old County Road fro, Hillsboro to Huntersville followed along this stream 

of Pocahontas County 


when Huntersville 


Beaver Creek has 

length 

miles . and has a total of 8.6 miles 

with a rate of fall per mile of 114.6 feet, 
fron the famous Beavers that once infdsted its 


Beave Creek was so named 


waters 


IKPHOra’EW LICK RUN;- THE I.pro vnr.ont Lick Run i. . mill , ith . 

length of 3.6.11.. , having it. ,„„ rc , th , „„ „ 

“* !U ' m ioi " «■•••"*«« one .11. north oo.t of Vlol.t . 

So n—i to .>iocr uho h.i .. d . .... i.p rov «„„ t „ „„ ^ ^ 

the lick, on this particular branch . 

branch, having one located on Sunday Lick, and 

Monday Lick Runs. Improverent Lick Run v, . 

Lick Run has a total fall of 835 feet, and a 

rate of fall per mile cf 231.9 f ee t 





: ONDAY LICK: and SUNDAY LICK HUX,S 

These two small Branches head near the top of Buckley L'our. Q i< ^ 
westv/ard direction to join the Greenbrier River about BOO feet apart one 
nile south of Stillwell. Monday Lick Run has anjentire length of 2.5 miles 

• fv « + foil 7 nn +>» n i-B+.A nf fell of 260 feet per rile, with 


drainage area of 2.02 square miles . 

Sunday Lick Run, has an entire length of 2.4 miles ,with a fall of 950 
feet, with a rate of fall of 395-8 feet per mile, and has a drainage area basin 


of 1.21 pquare miles 


In pioneer days Deer Licks were frequented on 


fanciful names were given then by the old pioneer hunters. There is a 
tradition that once a hunter killed a deer on one of these branches on 


and it was thereafter called Sunday Lick Run, 


Sunday at one of these licks 


Hunting on Sunday was frowned upon by the early settlers and the name was 


given as an enduring reproof. In order to designate the two Lick Runs the 


other branch was called Monday Lick Run . Lens Ridge is situate between 


Monday Lick , and Sunday Lick , and wa6 so naned from an old pioneer hunter by 


the name of Len Eonday, no doubt the branches were named for hie 


STILL HOUSE RUN 


Another run of small importance heading near the north 
end of Euckley Mountuin is locally known as Still House Run , and is the 
firct sireom south of Knapps Creek and flows into the Greenbrier River at 
the Lumber town of Stillwell, Its total length is 3.1 miles with a drainage 

area of 2-6 Muare miles . still House R un was so nwe from the fact that 

e " :111 House was abeconded away in a thicket 


of pines and Laurel on the 





S'.VAGO CREEK;- Swago Creok is aotream with a considerable volun of water 
originating largely from springe that emerge high up in the Swggo fountain 
and Day6 Mountain; Bear Spruce Flats . It ie composed of the following 
branches or tributaries; Uc Blintock Run, Overholt Run, Dry Run, and Euck Run 
This network of streams has cut a prominent cove between the range 
of Rodgers Mountain, Swago Mountain, and Spruce Flats. Swago Creek enters 
Greenbrier River at Buckeye, and has a drainage area of 12,92 square miles 
and has a total length of 3-3 miles with a total fall of 1295 feet, with a 
rate of fall per mile of 392.4 feet. McClintocks flour mill was sitedtei 

on this branch , but is now not in use. 

Swago Creek has one of the oldest settlements that wae made in Pocahor. 
tas County ; The notable family of Ewings settled on Swago about the year 
1770 , having sold their land holdings to l/.osee Moore or. Knapps Creek ; 

William Ewing known as M Swago Bill" was living on Swago Creek in the year of 
1786 , he blazed a line of tree6 around the lands he selected , and afterwards 

had the tract patented . Onee he was plowing when the alarr. came that the 

— woods 

Indians were preparing to attack the settlement, he hid his plow in the-wweed 

and with the other settlers made haste to the nearest fort which was Millpoint 

then known aB Fort Day; a few days afterwards he ventured tack to get his 

plow , and while proceeding through the woods with his plow , he was alarmed 

by a snaping sound , and turning to one side he saw three Indiane behind a 

log with their guns pointed at him , they had tried to shoot but their powder 

was damp , and their guns had missed fire ; William Ewing dropped his plow and 

started to the Fort fast a6 he could run , with the Indians after him. Going 

over a raise of the ground into a small hollow , he changed hie couree , ran 

up the hollow a short distance and stepped, and then 6aw the Indiane rush 

by in the regular course. Ewing then made his way to the fort in safety. 

This was about the time that the Drennan raid occurred, when James Eaker and the 

Bridger Roys were killed, which was in the year of 1786. 


W have been told that Swago Creek wa6 bo naned from the Oewega Indians ; the 

v » 

Swago word ie compounded from the Indian word'oteegO" 'ot* meaning a place 
of meeting, and the word Sago" an Indian term of salutation; and the two 
*ords coined together emerged into the word SWAGO which menaB a meeting 

place- " A happy meeting place " Swago" is one of the beautiful Indian nones 

thut ie common among the Alleghenies. 

It has also been stated that Swago Creek was named after Willi am Ewing 

• m n 

locally known as "Swago Bill" Ewing , but records will show that Swago Creek 

will antedate that of "Swago Eill" He was named Swago Bill because he lived 
on Swago Creek. 

0.: .he head of Swago Creek there is a M Natural Bridge" formed by a stratum 
of the limestone , about forty feet in length and fifteen feet high ,und«* 

which the stream flows . This bridge iB in a very rugged country in the forest. 

•* / 

t. ARLINS RUN,- Marline In is a small run of minor importance, except the locel 
history that it bears in connection with itB name-sake . 

Heading near the Marlin Mountain and flowing due west for a distance of 2.? mile 


through the town of Marlinton to join Knapps Creek 


unw -ntui mile abo 






.outh, It has a total fall of 6 3 0 feet with a drainage area of 1. 5 6 square mile, 
Marlins Run , has the honor of having the first persona of English of 





Scotch Irish antecedents ^to spend a winter in what is now Pocahontas County 


o were Marlin and Sewell This was the year of 1750-51 , Their Camp was in th 


“f *"■ “d th. K..PP. cr.. k . In the course ef tijnB 



| •' ‘heir Religion , th* .. p . r „ t . d 


.ptsrt 


*“ th81 ' ’‘ re f °“” d by it 


canore tree, on th 


2"' S ** eU had taken U P hiB abode in a hollow 

the 

- - f *-*«* «WU W V 

* lth " " l ” Ut tr " "" ” *• hank o, tt . drU „ „„ 


>ugh ,quite near where the walk 

walk now crosses , and about 


Court house. 





c °lo.*jel Andrew 


Lewis expressed hie surprise at this way of living apart from 
each cthor » *hen bo distant from the habitation of other human beings. 

^*well told him they differed in sentiments, and since they seperated there 
was more tranquility , or a better understanding , for now they were on 
speakifcg terms, and upon each moaningiiwae godd morning , Ur, Sewell^" and 
good morning hr, Marlin”, There has been a tradition that these two men 
rrelled over their Religion one being a protestant and the other a Catholi 
tn en again , it hae been written that they differed over the form of bptism, 
and that « immereior was the theme of their cir.tdntion. 

It should be understood that these two^en^at dagger points with each 

other, while they lived near together on the banks of Marlins Run ; they were 
in speaking distance. 


Thd l£te William T. Price in kie historical notes writes that he 




th * ° l " ' y °" ore tr " ■ " d •' » »»y ti.ee. ( r™ Pric „ 

“ f0llo " ) <The U " r F"t °f the tree bore the etriking reeaoklanoe te , 
leaning Indian tape.. The cavity could .belter five er eix per.ene, and th. 

■niter he. been often in it for eh.de er for ehelter free, rain „ r beet. 

At the top et the none ,eight or ten feet fro. the ground , the tree ... 

tt “ t '=” t > r l "*°’ t» "—ter , and in that height it ... .hepped off 
.boat the year 183,. te .void .hading the crepe. Th „. tt . . t „ p ... l<ft 

•had. or ehelter, until it die.p.ared during the nan, being pnob.bly need for 
a cp fire . Thi, ne„ arrangecent did not la.t long , and Se.ell in . 

lee. .oleetation about hi. religion. dne. .bout eight mil „ to . t 

th, head ef near P.rvin ( no. kne.n a. Stephen h.l. sun, 6 .. 

Stephen Pel. Sun ) Then , orty Bll . t ,. rlUr „„ „ 6 „^ ... 

Greenbrier , and ... el.i„ by mddane. ( ^ ^ ^ 

Stephen Se.ell died ,h, nth d . y s.ptecber W 6. .» I.ok.en. Siver, 
fort Dinwiddie.) i-r? * 


near 


I 


It is moreover interesting in this connection to recall the fact that 


on the banke of Marline Run f ie the burial place of a little child that was 
hashed to death by an Indian warrdor in 1756.when overtaken by a party of 
Fair, or Rockbridge men and the Melitia of Augusta County; seeking to rescue 
• f re, Mays, her son Joseph, an unnarried woman , a Vr $ U cClenach an, and some 
owhe captives. This burial place is af ew Rods diagonally from the 

ar £ le of Uriah Birds bam on the margin of the Marline Run. 


The infant corps was buried at the foot of the tree‘where it had been 
found a few minuteejaf ter ite dlath. The burial look place just a few hours % 
later , before the pureurere set out on their return. The grave was dug with 


hunting knivee, hatchete and naked fingers. The little body wae laid in the 

grave very tenderly, ar.d the grave partly filled with earth . The covering of 

the grave wae completed with rather heaiy stones, to prevent foxes or other 
anirr.ale from getting at the rl mains. 


Thus died and was buried the first white child 


known to history west 



of -the-Allegheny Mountains 
Marlinton 


8 of Marlin, s Run in the Town of 
as Karlin,* Run continues to flow it will perpetuate 


name of Jacob Karlin 


,iret 8UrV ' y ** ~ "“ de - « P.—— c„, y ... 

°* L ” iS in 1750 “ —— . Knappe Cr6 . k . 

‘ " th ‘ ™" " l:arUrt ”"- <’»* -i 


and Karlins R un 
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i*A j URAL SETTIIC CHAPTER THREE ( Pocahontte Counth ) 
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Th« North Fork of Deer Creek , or ( North Fork Creek ) as the 


1 


l 


ane le applied to lifts branch , ie incorrectly named , the name does not mean 

19 thlfl£ whateoever , The branch of Deer Creek called North Fork Creek ie the 
t 1 ranch of Deer Creek and ie not the North Fork ae hae been named 

The North Fork of Deer Creek ( or the origional Warwicks Creek ) 

first named "Oartmille Creek " in honor of Thomae Cartmill who had eecuaed 

ent or land Crant, from the Commonwealth of of Virginia for 358 acres of 
i««d t..n„g d .t. 13th 176o „ blle undor the reetoe of 

Th>« tract of land i» eitu.t.d between the « Min. Bank • a„d the Eastern 
P-t of the tan., Greenback including the mouth * Bo.ih gun and i. th. flr.t 
■arvey of land token up on th. North Fork Creek adjoining th. Warwick land, 

TM. branch of Gear Creek ... celled Cartmill, creek for period of 

r: ^ *" *«* — !«. .. .been L giving th. 

ocal *•!— -t.— an the water, of Cartcill, Cr.ek. 

Thona. Cartmill ... . ». volutionary War vet.rn and ... u .. . 

Captain of The Virginia Militia on Fay 11 th \-iRn / * 

I-ay 11 th l/8o ( it should have continued 

under the name of Cartmille pr^v ^ m. 

Craek .) Th. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

as crystal , haE been infeEt6d with th» f.. 

^ with th. feme., mountain Brook Trojt, the .tr.ee 

has an entire lengtft 11. * miles and 

an area of draxmage of 29.48 eq cilee 

a total fall of 1570 feet f Pn - +v . ’ 

lth 19 6 ° UrCe t0 th6 con J un ction of Deor Creek proper 

with a rate of fall per mile of 1 3 1 . 9 feet 

The facility for water power mill, on the .. 

to , on the North Fork of Deer Creek 

has led to the establishment afid erection ofi several Wat r 

t?verai .vater power trill* 

Crfifik Vi z rpu, _ . ••• 023 thO 

wreex , vi* t The mill of th« 

and Patrick Bruff.y, * nd ^ HeveRer ^ ** Gre ° nbank * And Dr, J.p. Kocmau mil! 

1'illi ng Company, Solon,an Conrad Eill R * ^ ^ ^ M ° Pth F ° rk ‘ 

Time , decay, and fir. have deWoy'ed^l th^watVr poweTs&i 0 / Sutt ° n *«» 
located on the North, Fork Creek. 


( Hellebore Run If 

The Hellebore Run ie a branch of the North Fork Creek , that flkwe 
due North a distance of 3.25 miles with a fall of 950 feet with a rate of 
fall per mile of about 292.3 feet. 

The Hellebore Run was named from the numerous Hellebore plants 
that grew or. the run , especially on the head of the run , where the plants 
grew mostly in the damp and wet partd of the narrow bottom • 

The Hellebore Run section was firet developed by Jacob Hevener Sr 
a cattle raiser 

of Hightown Virginia^who had secured a land grant or patent of 650 acres 
tearing date of 1838 and later other tracts adjoining, eituated on the 
Allegheny mountain , Beiebore Ridge ,and Hellebore Run, and employed John Spencer 
as a tenant to clear the lan^e and herd his cattle, horees, and sheep, that he 


ranged on the Allegheny mountains, now called the Hellebore Ridge grazing farm 
( but now in possession of the U.S. Forest Service ) About 1000 Acres of 

the Hellebore Run section was fenced up by Coiling down the trees . 

.ne Emnir.g plaited leaves of the Hellebore plants put forth so 


early in the spring , and was so tempting to the young cattle, that they would 


eat the young H e ll e bore which is very poisonous , and would die from its 



John Speneer the pioneer of 


spent much of his time i 


years cutting 


™ereoy ne gave it the neme of 
the Hellebore Ridge , one of the higheet piinte in th 
received ite name from the Run . whis Sp «4 _ 


pAaKt froE which the Hellebore Run took ite na 
ailed American T/hite Hellebbre; Indian Poke; a 

/-/o*c.rs, 

™ of West Virginia Dingy, Yellowish or white 



^ inch or less across, very numerous , in stiff- branching, spike-like , dense- 
flcwered panicles. Perianth of 6 oblong segments ; 6 short curved siemens; 

3 styles . 

Stem : is stout, leafy 2 to 5 feet tall . Leaves : Plaited, the lower 
one6 broadly oval , pointed 6 to 12 inches long; parallel ribbed, sheathing 
the 6tem where they clasp it ; with the upper leaves gradually narrowing; 
the leaves among the flowers are small. 

It preferrs to grow in Swamps, Wet Woodds, and low Meadows , and bloome 
between the months of May and July. And grows in the South Eastern part oft 


the United States . 


The Name of Hellebore Run and Hellebore Ridge 


for some unknown reason is incorrectly spelled " ELLEBER " which appears 
m the Geological Survey records of Pocahontas County, and the Topographical 
Surveys of U.S. ^Should be spelled “HELLEBORE, " ) 



ie a email branch 


The Griffin Run 


a branch of the Hellebore Run 


2.53 square miles 


This Branch is very rough and narrow and the mountain eides are very 
steep and rough but is productive. The Griffin Run for many years was 


called Cherry Run f until about the year of 1892 when an old mountaineer 
by tne name of Riley Griffin , who wished to live far back in the mountains 


ar.or.g the wild animals , and and wild game , and game fish of the mountain 

streams, and enjoy the fastness, and solitude, of the virgin forest of the 

Allegheny fountains, and secured by Deed a tract of land' on the branch 

now called Griffin Run ; The land he owned wa6 very eteep almost up on edge. 

By much persistence he buil$ up a home , reared a large family, 

" d<; 1,U of *■”> carried it i»“tocking leg or boot leg, 

he Heed aumptuouely; wild Turkey, Venieon. and Bear .eat .a. a common 

article of food upon hie table, ; He ... inetrun.ntel in having the Board of 
Education of the Gr.onb.nk Di.trict to or.ot a.d m a„tain a 

on the Griffin R„„ , or th. benefit of hie own family and for 

th. benefit of th. folks on the head of th. Berth Pork ( which was called 

the Griffin School ) 

*•» « » »«h I ork Lumber Company ... 

P , wae cutting out all the virgin forest 

became much diepleased and 
and shoot 


Rural School 


. 

ork Creek 


vicinity Griffin 
through the virgin forest 


squirrels 


Kvsroth white oak 


property 


collar/ .never £c 


Will 


6 lands 


Hellebore Ru 


9 Griffi n 


waters 


e North 


Creek 


V-. 
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CHATTER THREE _ NATURAL BETTINB. (POcahontas Count y ) 

Rotcoo 'V, Brown Arbo vale WV* 

Bept-2/ -19A0 ^ ‘ - 


Froo the stand point of climate Pocahontas might be divided in two parte 
• that is, highlands and valleys or lowlands. Being a vary mountainous country 
with high elevations and locatedon the western side of the main Alleghenies, 
it is subject to severe winters. the valleye .however .being protected on 
either side,have less severe winters. IDuriisglttie, summer months the weather 

is ideal seldom averaging over 70 degrees Fahrenheit during July the warmest 

month of the year. 

/ 

J Because of the wide range in elevation and the varied directions at 
which the mountains and- valleye lie, climatic differences within the bounty 
are great. Through the western and aothern parts, the winters are cold, and the 
and the summers are cool with relatively few hot days; the lower Greenbrier 
River Valley and the ridge and Valley country to the east have lees severe m. 
winters and cor.iiderably higher summer temperatures. With a few exceptions 
the night6 are cool and ideal for sleeping. 

The results of killing frosts have beenb observed in a few places as 
late as June 20, and considerable frost damage to tender vegetation have 
been observed enen in July and August. F«£ along the large streams and 

valleys in the spring and fall often prevents the severe frost danage that 
occurs in the adjoining uplands. ' 

The directi °« <> f the prevailing air currents and their modifications 
by physiography often give a temperature variation of as much ae 10 degrees 
within a distance of one or two miles. The Climate of Pocahontae County 
ie a typical of a great upland mass and characterised by a range of temperature 
that is not affected by nearness to the sea or other modifying influences. 


( BLOCK RUN) 

Block Run it a .mail branch of the North Fork Creek 3.25 mile 6 in ler ‘S th an<1 
and hae a total fall in feet of 1085, and a rate of fall per mile of 293.2 
end a drainage area of 2.92 Sqare miles. 

The Block Run has ite source near the Top Allegheny Battle Field, and 

< 7 " 

flcwe dn aouthernly direction to unite with the North Fork Creek 

This Branch has been quoted as ** Black Run •• in the U*C. F.S. l/ape . 

f name 

Eut it is locally known as ELOCK RUN and receive the from the fact that about 
the year of 1840 Jacob Yeager and hie son John Yeager had erected an Up and Down 
water power Saw mill, below the forks of Block Run , they built a dam acroes the run with 
6tonee which was a complete piece of masonry the wall was about 13 feet high 
and 200 feet long; the inside was filled with clay , at about an angle of one to 
one and a half,; When the dam was full of water it covered an acre of ground 

'Ahen the gate was closed to fill the dam , to run the mill, the run was 

completely Elocked , The Yeager Mill Dam Blocked the Run , hence the name 
Block Run. 










( Page 2) 


SinC * Tirgln for#ot timber 11 Practically , all taken out of Pocahontas - 

ounty ,the winds hare b.coms stronger ; the air tends to move lengthwise of the 

I*'* Vall#y ° f th * Cr#8nbri « r ^ver , and the winds are deflected by the topography 
R* country eo that at times they blow at right angles to their normal course 
general blow harder at high altitudes , at night, and in the winter time, 
^clones are noja commom occurence in Pocahontas county and very few wind si 

etonr.s and flood6 that are out of the ordinary. 

According to the Weather Bureau station at fcarlinton, situated at an 
vat.on of 2131 feet, the annual ( average) rainfall is 47.26 inches, 

g depth of snow 33.7 inches, and the mean temperature id 48.1 p Degrees 
This, however, is_not representative of conditions in the plateau sections of the 
r.h eastern part of the County, The Pickens station in Randolph County is more 
-> ndi cati ve of the north-eastern part of Pocahontas County, it shows an average 
annual rainfall of more than 60 inches and a snowfall of 100 inches. 

, ^ rainfall is well distributed through the year . It is greates during the , 
year., summer,when needed for growing cropland pasture, and least in fall and winter 
The heaviest snow fall is usually in January and February. 

The average frost-free period reported at L-arlinton.is 4 * months, between 

May 16 and Octoberlet The last killing frost reported was June 1 7 th and the earli.e- 

»ept 6th. ( these figures are quoted from the Soil Survey of Pocahontas County 
issued Feb 1936 ). 

It has always been a common saying and belief bv the a r 

*> ener, by the old farmers of Pocahottd 6 

County thftt th© E©Bt Wind 1 , , 

will k.ll their buck-wheat or injure it to the extent 

that it wont fill .make straw but not much grain. 




Generally the snows ore ve£y heuvy on the Allegheny mountains,the Back Allegheny 
era cheat ..ountnlne; The Staunton and h'arkereburg turnpike crosses the Allegheny 
- c ii i.e between Monterey Virginia , and Travelers Repose , and crosses the 

. a^h Allegheny and Cheat Mountain between Durbin and Huttor.sville of Randolph 
Count}, these points where the Pike crosse the mountains which is at an elevation 

-F. • o..lately 4000 feet will drift full of snow , and untilVecent years the 

. I 

-fie and U.S.Mails would be held up for several peeks on account of the heavy 
drifting snows . in the olden times when the traffic and transportation was done 
y .orse and buggy ( and the four and six horse wagons were common to the 

P p e of Pocahontas County., traffic would be blocked by the enow drifts or. the 


c-n} mountain, and the Cheat mountain the greater part of the wintwr time. ' ’ 
But of recent times when the State Road Commission is equipped with the 
modern snow plows , and by the construction of thejnpdern,snow fences, along the 
sections that are apt to drift up, the roads are thereby kept free from the 

snow drifts ; and every day that it snows,the snow plows are kept running both 
day and night to keep the roads open f or the public in geneal. 



About once a year during the wintwr months .there 
frequently will ednp the trafic , but not longer than o 

*’* ° ther W6£ther ^itione ihat are out of the o 
natter of lifting the County, s economic welfare 




Tt RPP8ar * t0 te an ^thentic *»et that since the Virgin forest of 
Pocahon.es County have been cut out and eepecially the famous White Pine 
trees, that the early killing froit and the lat . killing froet ar# ^ 

■alent . Late killing frosts in the spring and early killing froete 

^ ftQ1 made fanriir, g a Precarious source eubsietence to early settlers. 

As late as 1810, the fact that corn would ripen on l/arlins Bottom 

larlinton ) sufficiently to make meal was of great interest to the 

surrounding settlers . Cultivating patches of buckwheat , corn, beans, and 

Potatoes comprised most cf the pioneer fanning enterprise for supplementing 
supplies of geme and fifih. 

aSrlC “ 1 “"-'* bate,wheat,hay, potato., 

■FPlaa, Paach.., grape., and nr., d. their applet. order r.«ed. 

Of recent year. it i. found that alfalfa p r0 „ n „ b . . 

drop. Soy-Beane hare proven to Be a euocoe.fud cr.p . ,, 4 B.rd.y „„ b ..„ 

eaperucented .dth in the la.t fe. year. by the famar. and it to b. a 

splendid paying crop* 

Steo, potatoes , .at.m.ll.„ * p..^., b . en , rUd ^ 

been abandoned the ..count of cltaati. conditdone. 

* induatriee o, any „atu r . have be „ .. t . blitt . d „ Pt , cah „ ta . ^ 
that have been proven to be unsuitable 








"ATVRAL SETTI'C Focuhcr.tat County 
CHAPTER three. 


F.obco* Erown 


a (K7M (zffirrurH/. 

/f*' 


Part 1 ) 

Sec D) 

GAULEY RIVER;- The Gauley River drainage ie of minor importance of 
to Pocahontas County except that it has ite source within the bounds of Pocohcnt* 

County limits, in three branches - NorthFork, South Fork, and Kiddle Fork, - 

/£ v*/ 

high up in the west side of the 'lir* and Gauley Vo^ntains. Flowing west across trs 
acute angle of the southern end of Randolph County these three fork6 unite a^ 

Three Forks of Gauley a£ the Randolph- Webster County line and there the main Gaulf 
continues in a general south west direction, draini ng, with its tributaries, all of 
Webster County south of Elk River. It continues well entrenched, acsoss Webster 
and Nicholas Countj.es to unitA with New Pwi ver at Gauley bridge, Fayette County, 
to form the Great Kanawaha. It6 principal tributaries within the area touching Poahontae 
are Cherry , Cranberry, and Willi sms Hi vere. 

The Gauley River has an entire length of 104 miles, as it meanders in its a 
natural course ; but has an air line distance of only 59,2 miles , with a total fall 
od 3,352 feet or at the average rate of 32.23 feet per mile. And according tb the 
Geological Survey for ?/ebster County , has a drainage area of 1350.37 square miles. 

CHERRY RIVER OF THE GAULEY. 


The Cherry River heads in two forks, North and South , in Bouth we6ta 
Pocahontas County , and flows west across no them Greenbrier County into Nicholas 
County , to join Gauley River at Certain . The Cherry River in Pocahontas County 
has a drainage area basin of 5.20 square miles . 

How the River got the name of H GAULEY* or what it signifies, is a 
question that ie vague, and obscure. Some folks are of the opinion that it was 
bo name by the French explorers, nothing cound be more natural for French explorers 
to call this beautiful stream Gaule after the ancient name of Frames. 

Eut there i6 a:current tradition handed down by the early pioneers 
of the Gauley River section,that there was a Scotch IriBh pioneer hunting, and firet 
ccminr cut on the Rocky bluff above the routh of >J eadow River, 


And wits so surprised at sseing such a large River , that he ueed a slang phraee 
to give vent to his surprised feeling, ut hisfirst eight of the Hiver, by Easing 

*» M f 

GOLLY what a River*, and from which the word Gauley was coined; • 

Gauley River wae called by the K'iamis Indiana, Chin-que-ta-na- cepe-we; 
And by the Delaware, To-ke-bel-lo-ke, or Falling Creek. 


AN.HO NY CREEK:- Anthony Creek , the largest tributary of the Greenbrier River 
has its source in the Greenbrier County near the Pocahontas County line and the 
greater part of of its drainage in Greenbrier County . It heads 6n the Allegheny 
curtain in the extrene north east corner of Greenbrier Countji but flows north west 
/.ftto Pocahontas County for a distance of l£ miles when it swinge 6outh west to enter 
Greenbrier County again and continues in this direction to Alpor Here it swinge 

more t 0 the West cutting a deep gorge between Beaver Lick and Greenbrier f/ountaine 
to join the Greenbrier River at Anthony. 

It has a total length of 28.65 miles with a fall of 1470 feet , at a rate of 
51,3 feet per mile . It has a '.total drainage area baein of 146, 93 square miles. 

Only 3.7 rates of ite length ie in Pocahontas County with a drainage area t 

6.52square miles , 



NORTH FOFJC OF ANTHONY CREEK 


Houtain 


MM 


-- in roranontas County i B 5 rn 

with a rate of fall per mile of I65 f eot 


dranage 


&rea of 1.14 square miles 


Anthony Creek 




* AN draft . 

• - Tht Indian Draft , is a e^all branch that tieae in the E Ik 

*'c unta' 

" S ° Uth ° f Knob “ nd flowe in “ "outh.rnly dir.ction to connect with 

^ re8k Bt C * D ’ Pb,>11 T0Wn • “ t0tal diBtar -c» of 5.2 milee and has a fall of 1060 

a rata of fall of 203.8 feet per mil# , and has a drainage area of 
7 * 49 8, »uare milee , 

Indian Draft: is one of the email branches of Focahontse County 
ca.ries with it , more historical incidents , in its vicinity than any other 

rtlCCh ln th ® CoUnty; And in order to give an idea of *he many evente 

actually happened , upon, and around about the Indian Draft , and which 

has leed to the incidents 

8 ntmin6 0f the " INDIA * ^aft, a few of the A are found in a lette- 

Calvin .V. Price, in The Pocahontas Tines bearing date of April 10 th 1941 

■Vh 1 ch is hereby given in full: 

v» • 

I k.v. b..„ ..k.d t. .rlt. .... thins. I kno. about th. Indian Draft. , draft i. 

• -nr.. -ual.y b.t...„ Lading ridg... I-lM wt fron m ^ 

u Stony cr..k .t Cpb.ll T.„. Th. Indi.n. tr.r.lftd it; th, tn.il. f.rk.d Ju . t b .i„ 
Eir.y. cn. tn.c,, . ..Cion of th, Bar Path fro. Y „ r k t „ Corgi. bj £dr , y 

t. on... -Flk-liount.in , „ d th. ,th.n t, cl.v.r Li.kT, ». fir.t n..d. r.u...d 
Indian tn.il., .„d ... high..,, .till d., nor. .d 1,„. th. Colin Eo tt 0 ., ,„d 

Hutton:villa Turnpike nearly . c.ntury .g., r .„t. ... taken „ p „„ 

.= ...nnod.ti.n t. ha... ,„d f.ra. „„ th. rldg.jr.th.r than „p th/. ..t.r grad. of , he 
narrow Draft where no one lived below the forke. 

1 r.,11 hearing b.uk In .y chlldh.ad .... .i d , r p , ople , p ,^ lng „ f ^ 

h.nd. of Indians cping .t th. ..uth ., th. Indi.n Dr.it . Th... Indian. .... tr.rdin 
hack .nd forth frc. Ohio t. J-lngton. Th. land. around th. Wray branch .f tt . 

Indian Dr.ft .... fir.t ap.n.d by Th.... Dr.nnin. Th. tr.ot ..brac.d th.u.and. .f 
I kno. r... th.t th. .it. .f th. Dr.nnin ..bin ... by . . pri „g lmd 5 , ui „ 

A.R.C,. I. .y young day. ... ,upp„. d „ „„ tlj , h . r . ^ 

.tcod , •• it narked tb. beginning corner .f 0 „. .f th . l(nil gr „t., th. 

W1,S> “ E “ rVW - ° r ‘ nt * th ' cottier., ....mg .h.d.. i.nd 

until th. court, definitely Ceded th.t th. beat pc.itl. till. ... j.„. 



uninterrupted poesee6ion under fence. .Vy recolectior of trie Gallagher Survey i« p 
the first call from the Drinr.en cabin was a straight line to a block sugar in the 
low place on Clover Creek Mountain , eight or more miles away. I do not now recall 
the bearing. I can o$y rerember when only a black hearted traitor would point 
out u known corner to one of these old land grante. I recall hearing of an ex- 
Confederate eoldier wo rking all day Sunday to dig out, eplitup and burn of a great 


red oak, back on Gallagher Flat on DayB Mountain because it was a known corner 


of the Gallagher Survey. The hone of Thomas Drennon was broked up by Indians 


Hie wife was taken captive and murdered on Elk Mountain a few miles from her 


home. I have heard that this Indian Raid was prior the Revolution , though 1797 was 
was probably the year. Late the Drinnon homestead passed into possession of if. 

Robert Moore , son of the pioneer Voces Moore. It is likely that the first time 
r.oberu Moore set foot on the Aands some day to be his own waB when as a boy he ca mef 
from the east, now Rockbridge County, with hie father and otherein the pursuit of 
French Surveyors and their Indian Guides. At the forks of Indian Draft the 
Frenchmen were ambushed . An Indian was killed and a Frenchman wae wounded. Some 
fifty years since human remains were unearthed near the forks of the Draft. 

The dispersion of the exploring party might have originated some of the legei 
of buried treasure on Indian Draft and in several not distant localities- Cloverlic* 
1‘arlinton, Stcny C ree k t and KiUpoint. Near the mouth of Indian Draft on the 
Cree.ntrier River ... th, h „. Le.re.ne. Dr.nnen, . hr.th.r Th „. e 

,nl76 ‘ .. hi. home . Henry Baker ... eh.t end hiu.d 

f e wee cltridng a fence, returning from hie morning w eeh 

iI *t , John and Janes Bridper 

* Ucu in xns Raid 

as the School teacher i n *v 
the mouth of Indian Draft 

3 . 

raided the Bath Alur. setl^'e 

*** t0 ** *«, th 

•hit, girl, „„ 

i 

3 *=« Kh. ?P , Creek ,r„ 


Richard Hill ;*„< th . 




School House 


’ r *er eon Joseph 

r - The third r.i* 


ourth day the 








Purpu irg party overtook the Jndiane juft after they had croeeed the Greenbrier Riorer 
I ** the I eland Ford where the tannery is now. *fhen the firing started the TndianB 
/ hill ttc j the Sloan baby by daehing ite head against a tree. The shots scare*; the pack 
I h °ree on w hi c h the 13 year old Joeeph was riding, and the boy was thrown off in a 
i P a tch of nettles. The Indians escaped with three other prisoners going by way of 

I 

/ Indian Draft. The boy was found in the Nettle .patch , and he grew up to lose a leg in 
I the battle of Point Pleasant, 1774. The body of the murdered ipfant was buried near 

where the present Pari inton and Huntersville// raad crosses l/arlin Run near the 
Court House, The prisoners were ransomed from the Indians at Detroit after a year or^ 
two of captivity. 

In the war between the States , a Union prisoner named Vorville, knocked his 
guard out with a rock, at the Gay house above the Fair Ground, and escaped. At the mouth 
of Indian Draft he was overhauled , offered resistance and was shot. 

In his diary the late Bishop Asbury , father of the Methodist Church in the 
United States speaks of Drennon on Indian Draft as one of his regular stopping 
places on his itineraries from Main to Georgia. The Biehop records he would spend 
a day at Drinnon prepare for^ and a day at Mingo Flats ) to recuperate from the 
ty/enty mile ride through the then Elk Valley Wilderness. 

Indian Draft is haunted by the spirit of John Drennon, a young soldier in 
the war of l8l?, who died of at Noffolk . The late Villiam Gay , Sr. as a boy was 
returning from a mill om Knapps Creek by way of Indian Draft. The horse stopped 
suddenly and the mill boy looked to see what for. There in a fence corner he 
saw young John Drennon wrapped in a blanket, taking his rest. Before the boy could 
speak,the horse bolted off at break neck speed. The boy told the fanily he had seen 
soldier John on his way home and would soon hear the news of the war. Then John did 7?c- 

anpear at home he was looked for but could not be found . The matter was a nistey y 

to the people of that day until David Cochran and John R # FlecmonB came home from 
the war, bringing the news of the death of young Drinnon. The tine of his death and 

the time young gay saw h/i/ the apparation beside the road coincided. 




There is u tradition of buried treasure on Indian Draft • English speaking 

prisoners of pirates on the lower Mississippi took some of their captors treasure . 1 . 

escap ng-- a whole pot full of it; presumably two gallons in size . Up the Mississippi, 

**p the Ohio, up the Kanawaha, up the Gauley, up the Villiams, down Stony Creek to 

Indian Draft . There they buried it, to wait the return from the English speaking 

settlement east of the Endless Mountains . So far ae tradition goes the nen never returned 

a:: so far as I know to the contrary the Gold and the Silver and the precious stone9 

Swiil await a finder. However, some say it is not on Indian Draft at all 9 , but Cloverlick 

.reek or Stony Creek , or Stamping Creek are the places to look. Only a year or 

wwo ago, people from the north west of the state were here with old maps, looking far 

tee buried treasure. In the war between the States, the Eighth and Sixteenth 

I 

regiments of Tennesselnfantry camped at Edray , on Indian Draft in Augustl36l. 
eaSl0J -ro..e ou and a number of men died . Their bones lie there to this day. 

rlfty yaar8 ag0 one of the "enneseo soldiers wrote of the Indian Draft country: 
w .Ve wish we could , with proper word and in some beautiful language , give a perfect 
description of the scenery around about Sdray; with all its clear , limpid springs 
of pure water, its lofty mountains reaching up into the sky «. t// 





















I ''PICE RVN; - Spic« Run bos it* ooure* in several *7*11 br*nch* B high up in the 

*®«v*r Lick fountain , end flow* in * general westward direction to form tha Creen.'ier- 
Pe c«hontaa lina for aona fiva niles to where it joins the Craenbrier Riyer. 

has a coaniering length of 6.1 milesrf with atotal fall of 1000 fast or at 
rate of 163% 9 feet per mile. It has a drainage area of 8.3* sqaare miles. 

Spice Run received ite name at a very early period of tine , along 
> ©are before the formation of Pocahontas County, and was made the boundry line bpween 
Greenbrier and Powahohtas, and was ncned for the Spicewood Bush, or Spice lush 
^icn v&6 found upon the Branch, which is an ornamental ehrub of the Laurel family 
rative to most of the Eastern United States. The email yellow flowers are followed 
b i r ®picy scarlet fruits and the foliage and bark are also aromatic. The bark was 
formerly used in household medicine . The dried and powdeded berries was used for 
as a substitute for all spice in the Re volutionary .Yar and the leaves were brewed for 
tea in the Civil War. 

Tne Spice Bush, which is closely related to the Sassaffas, is used horticultura 
-lly. It is also called the Benjamin Bush. ( See Colun- Encyclopedia ) 


LOCUST CREEK:- Locust Creek in a large Spring against the east side of the Droop M 
fountain and flows south for a distance of 3^- niles where it is joined by a snail 
tributary in Trump Run and continues east to the Greenbrier River at Lo cast Station 
It is a short Run with a considerable volum of water with a slight fall. ThiB run 
is a continuation of Hills Creek which sinks beneath Droop fountain on the opoosite 
side. It was reported that colon*matter was placed in Hills Creek and was 
found to emerge in the head of Locust Creek Locust Creek has a drainage area of 9.98 
square miles* ha9 a total fall of 13^ feet, . 


HILLS CREEK;- Hills Creek heads high up an the Kinnison fountain of Ewe Mountains 
and flows west for some three miles where it is joined by a small branch and tumps 
•outfc to f orm a 88r * 68 beautiful falls in " Falls of Hills Creek H It continues 
routh e 36 t t being joined by smaller branches , to a point miles south of Lobelia 





W ‘ er# 11 Sink# intc the Greenbrier Lineetone beneath Droop fountain , it hae a total 
° f 8,4 " 11m • wlth a total fall of 1525 fast , and a rata of fall per mile 


of la.5 feat, and haa a drainage are baain of 31. 60 equara niles. 

. .. whoee 

v. was nanei in honor of the Pioneer Ricahrd Hill, ancestral blood 

V 

ve_.e o* a great many worthy citizens of Pocahontas County . It ie 

thaw he frame to this region soon after the armies of the Revolution 
d.sbanded, .ron North Carolina. As long as Hills Creek flows and continues to 

tne 3roop Contain his nano will be perpetuated. He was one of the dost 

-nguished of the early pioneers as a ecout and a vigilant defender of the Forte 
of Pocahontas County in the pioneer days. 

“ Creek is a snail str.a, with its source west of Viney HouH 

and flows south where-it is joined by Cave Run and sink, beneath the surface One 

"~e south east of Lobelia, it has an entire length of 3-9 miles and has a fall of 

. a rate o. fall ?er mile of 358.9 feet , and has a drainage area of3.8) 

Sl’jarfl -ilae ~ 


square miles. 


~rui a. ays Creek was nored fm-n *fw 

d ..om the pioneer John Bruffey 


wr.o settled on the branch te'o-e th« fnn- 

. * a “ 10n of P°««hontas County, and many of 

' e=er ‘ lar - ts fceari '^ Ws naae are still l iving in the . . . . 

5 ln the vicinity 0 f Bruffey Creek. 


°ldh «3 R un rises w „ t Qf Burr yall 

s.-utw c * =^4 p-4 ln a westward directi, 

- J o Se> iS . j0iDBd ^ ^ G ‘P Huns, and enters the 

*--e duo east, of Locust Station Tt v, 

' ;S ^ 3 ^ fall of 830 feet , with a ‘ 3 ^ #< 

* - n = - ^area of 8.01 squaee miles ^ # ^ #f ^3.7 feel 

• -"-Vil its a., r ro , 

- e *• stolt/ ... ...... 



■■ 





^AUkEL RUM: - Laurel Run ; leads high.,6p’o/u ElfavkrTLick fountain north east of 

® urr Po-.at- Office and with several unnamed tributaries forms the drainage 

west 

of Burr Valley . It then continues^ to a point one- half mile north of Denmar 
^•re it empties in to the Greenbrier River, It has a total length og 8.2 miles 
*ith a fall of 1220 feet or at the rate of 148.7 feet per mile. It has a drainage 
°f 13*38 square miles. This Branch was bojI nsr.e d by the abundance of Larel 

' r - a - grew on its waters. 

HOCK RUN- Rock Run is another small branch with a single tributary emptying 
into Greenbrier River from the East one mile above Kennison. 

The Rock Run is within the bounds of the Jatoga State Park , is 1.7 miles long 
with a fall of 780 feet with a rate of fall per mile of 146.7 Feet and has a drainage 
area of 1.15 square miles. 

ISLAND LICK RUN:- Island Lick Run empties into the Greenbrier River from the emt 
midway between Seebert and Kennisdn having its source up on the west side of Pyle - 
f/ountain. It has a total length of 4.8 miles with a fall of 750 feet, with a rate 
of fall per mile of 156.2 feet, with a drainage basin area of 5*12 equare miles. 

It lies wholly; within the bounds of the Watoga State forest Park. A fine Roc* 
Based road with an easy grade and graceful curver , was constructed the entire length 
of the Island Lick Run , and nany^ 25 log cabins with all modern conveniencies are 
erected on the Island Lick Run The Administration Building of the Wat oga^ State , 
Park , and the recreational artificial lake is situated upon the Island Lick Run. 

•'any tourist from all part* of the Country visitl this branch yearly when the 
State Park season is open. This Island Lick Run received its nar.e by the early 

pioneers , from the fact that there id a very large Island in the Greenbrier River 
naar the mouth of the Run., and a deer lick was at the location of the Catin 

M • 

next to the river hence tfce name Island Lick Run.. 




all branches high up or.K 


STAMPING CRJEFJC:- Stamping Creek has its source in three am 


the east side of the Cranborry Mountain . Its tributaries are Blue lick Run, and 
Tilda Fork, and other small unnamed branches. It flows in a SDuthfJP--ward directi*7> 


occasionally sinking beneath the limestone , but rising again near ?iillpoint where 
it is used intermittently to turn Overshot wheels to grind feed and flour^ and to 


propel a small turbine generator. It enters Greenbrier River one-half mile north of 


Seebert. It has a meandering length of 6.8 milos with a total fall of 1710 feet 


at a rate of 251.5 feet por mile. It has a drainage area of 15- 5’ square miles. 


The name of Stamping Creek, was first given to the Branch by the first 


pioneer settlers of that vicinity, which was due to the fact that there wa6 a certain 


place on the creek that the Deer, Elk, and Buffalo, would meet , and was called 

• n ti 

the Stamping Ground, which eventually emerged into the name of Stemping Creek. 
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NATURAL SCTTTNB CHAPTER THREE (Pocakontae County ) 


Erown m dr£o>'*- 

2b"t/2y 


" eC ^ BRUSH RUN - Th6 BruBh Run is a email branch, flowing in a wee w 
course entering the Greenbrier River at Boyer Station on the Greenbrie 
and has ^ total length of 6.7 miles with a fall of 770 feet, with a fall 1U.9 
feet per mile , and ha6 a drainage area 7.40 square miles , as shown by the 


Thi6 the natural outlet and route , for the greater part of the timber 

A 

industry in Pocahontas County , situated on the watere of North Fork and Dee. Cree 
The M.P. Bock Lumber Company that first began to operate in this section, 
in the year of 1901 , erected a Eand Saw Mill at the mouth of Brush Run, on the 
Greenbrier River and built the first Log Railroad up the Brush Run , and crossed 


And all the many 


the divide or Little Mountain, on the waters of Deer Creek 


different Lumber Companies ,( except the Range Lumber Company , and A. V.Miller Comp 


that operated ~~the timber, on th6 waters of Deer Creek and North Fork , shipped 


their timber and lumber .down the Brush Run , to connect with the C.& G. P^ail Row' 


at Nottingham, ;The Railroad on the Brush Run was in use,from 1901. to 1926. a peried 


of 25 >ear6, which was the period of time,taking out the virgin forest of Deer 

Cr ek _ cr.d the North Fork Creek. 

l'. - f \ a ’’V » '\ Q - 


?un did not receive ite none from the fact that there were plenty 
■ I'o>• n the Run, as many folks believe; 


Charie6 Gallagher made a sur 


■:&& nearly all the waters of Brush Run 
BUB 1:ir ^ Purvey was acquired by a man by the tun. 

fterras known ae the Brush Survey , and the Ru; 
in the bounds of the Brush Survey, wae named The •• ERUSH R 1 
in honor of th6 pioneer Land owner. 


Jr * th e course of a 
e of " BRUSH » and the 

n that was aliroet er.t': 

ji 


nmNACS HOLLOW- The Furnace Hollow le situated on the “orth Bide of Deer Creek, 

or. the Little Mountain B id e> formerly on the lands of the pioneer Warwicks, r.ow 

owned by Willie SheetB. At the mouthjof the hollow a score or more of Furnaces 

0r enclosed fire places were built , suppoeed to have been build by the Indiane 

the reason fcr which ie not known ; The pioneer John Warwick that settled nearby- 
— about 1770- 1 

-never knew the purpose of the furnaces , they were about three feet wide, and six 

feet lone, an d about three feet high, they are now all fallen and look like 

piles of rocks , The pioneers learned from the Indians that some profound secret 

ft ft ti «• 

appeared to enshroud the the Furnace Hollow and the Mine Bank; For long 

generations the Indians had followed the same paths beating then downyf/ deep in 

the forest earth , and the pioneers that made the settlement near the forks of the 
~eer Creek ,at the Furnace Hollow,and the Mine Bank , recited the fact that the 
Indian trails appeared to diverge in every direction^ from the vicinity of the 
forks of Deer Creek, It appears that this section of the country was a special 
meeting place of the Indians in prehistoric times . 

'Ihen the Indians saw the pioneers building the Warwick Fort, at the forks of 
Deer Creek , which is between th6 Mine Sank^ and the Furnace Hollow, they were 
exasperated .and many skirmishes occurred afterwards^when they saw that they were 
going to l^ose their hunting, camping^ and fishing grounds , 

We have it by a direct line of tradition that a band of about fourty Indians 
returned to their old cer.ping ground^ near the Mine bank , on a friendly mission 
which may have occurred about the year of 1000. Any way it did not occur till after 
Mad Anthony Wayne had brought about a treaty with the Indians in 1795 . 

These Indians were cld warriors, with their wives,, and some Indian Eoys, 
Their camping plac6 ware on the lands^Andrew 'Varwick, in his sugar orchard, 
which is now owned by Gratz Slaven, and may have been near the location, of the 
Fraternal Bark. 


Cnw lire of tradition of the return of the Indiana, to the vicinity of the 
Furnace Holloa, end the Fine Bank ie, that Elizabeth Warwick, who became the 
wife of John Slaver. ,or. April 3rd 1783, and wue living on the Breentrier P.iver 
neer the Town of Frank; in company with her daughter Annie Slaven , decided to 5 >end 
a few day6 with her brother, Andrew Warwick, upon their arrival their horses became 
terribly frightened when they rode into the camp of the Indians, but their f£ar v/ae 
scon s6suaged ? when they saw some white folks standing near by ^and learned tha^ the / 
Indiar.e were not or. the war path. 

The Indians were lounging around on the ground } watching the boys shoot birds t 

from the tope of 6ugar trees^with bow and arrows. The Indiar.d said^they were p&Bciing 

through the country , visiting the graves of their fore fathers ? for the last time; 

At least they left that impression on the minds of the early settlers, 

\ 

Many prospectors^ have visited the Mine Bank and 99 The Furnace Hollow* 9 with 
-irri^h maps ? or plate, showing the delineation of the vicinity^of the junction of 
tr.e forth Fork Creek, and the Deer Creek , the Mine Bank^and the Furnace Hollow. 

Tne Maps appeared to divulge the fact ; that upon finding a certain keystone^ 
cr rock^therefrom by a certain bearing given, would lead the way^to some hidden 
-retire, mineral, or some natural compound of metal ,or other treasure. 

Eut however, the enigma ? that er.ehroude the Mine Bank ? and the Furnace Hollow. 
ie left for the writer of romance. Within the paet twenty five years , the Mine Eank 

ka6 C0Ugkt or ‘ fire • Uic °; and haB for a year at a tine. The Mine Eank 

if first mentioned in tne land recorde , in giving the local description of the 




t/tno Slrnk 


Patent, tearing date of June 1760. and ia called for near the 


near where the Bank catchee on fire.) 


from early pioneer Warwicke who eo 


were found, at the mouth of the Holler 
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f I?LI K: *MTEK; - Sitlington Creek 1b one of the meet impottant 8 tr eair.B 

to Greenbrier River in Pocahontas County , and has ite source in Galfcrde Creek 
-ie*' up ir. the Alleghany mountain; It flows ir. a general south-west direction 
to --ichael Mountain } where it is joined by Shock Run,? ( formerly called Buzzard Cr®: j 
t.'.e two uniting to cut a wide pass through the range at Dunmore , and is joined 
egain by Thomas Creek 1-J- miles east of Sitlington .where Sitlington Creek 
empties into Greenbrier River. 

Other tributaries are Moore Run,(formerly called Hench 6 e p.un ) Gum Branch, 
jake * Run * Stony Run, end Left Prong (of Galfords Creek ) Sitlihgton Creek, 
has a total length of 14.5 mileB with a fall of 198o.feet , and a rate of fall 
of 136.5 feet per mile; and has a drainage area of 51.06 square miles. 

•Sitlington Sfeek * is the third largest stream, in Pocahontas County that 
f1ow 6 into the Greenbrier River . This stream was eo named by the fact that 
Robert Sitlington^was the first permanent settler on the Branch, and the eastern 
part of Pocahontas County. His home wa 6 ir. the site of the town of Duranore . 

Aj. brief history of the name Bake of Sitlington Creek as follows i* 

The father of Jacob Warwick came to Augusta County f from Williamsburg Va,during 

Collcnial times between 1740 and 1750. He was a Lieutenant,in the service of the 

Fritieh Crown, and was employed in surveying lands in Augusta County,, and what 

if r.ow roc&hor.tae County; this Lieutenant Warwick located and occupied the 

property now embracing the village of Dunmore ,situated on the Sitlington Creek 

and secured this property for his own use. He married Elizabeth Dunlap , near 

Fiddlebrook , and he was one of the English gentry whose families settled in 

Virginia^in consequence of political reverses in England. After this 

Lieutenant Warwick concluded to visit England , which he did, but never returned, 

and being heard of no more he was given up for dead; in the meanwhile, Ur 8 Warrick 

ccttlci on the property, on Sitlington Creek, where the town of Dunmore is now 

situated , and had it secured by Seed, tc her son Jacob Warwick , and then afterward 

married Robert Sitlingtcn,but remained at Durcrore a number of years after 
her second marriage. 


Soo r. &e Jacob 


..arwick cn« to zr.cr.hood , Robert Sitlington coved to hie owr. prcjE 
near old uniboro- 

Jacob Berwick who now owned the Duncore property, 
always cheriehed the higheBt filial regard,for Robert Sitlington hie etep father, - 
•rd for whose honor the branch wee named . The Railroad etation at the mouth 

of Sitlington Creek, was eo named in honor *f Robert Sitlington, the pioneer 
and Revolutionary ; 7 &r Veteran. ‘ M 

Robert Sitlmgton,e Affidavit as a Revolutionary War V e tern is as foxlor^ 

County 

05ShT S 1 T 1 --ETCN: EATH f Sept 26th 1832. ( Date of Affidevit ) 

-crn -1(49 . i n 1776 . went out went out ae substitute two months for 
Cranford, serving as ranger and Spy at ffafwicks Fort under captain 

J ° hn L6,riE ^ Captain £aD1uel We. Drafted 1777 to serve against the Indians 

and „lo verl.ck -orts, under Captain Samuel Vance , and Lieutenant- 
- Csrt.ill. Served four or six weeks against the British 1778-1779. under 
Cptain John fcCoy. Discharged at Richmond. Drafted for six weeks in l 7 8 l and 
marched under Captain David Gwin to Guilford ; was in the battle. 


NATURAL SETT!:*? CHA?T£r. TdhZE ( Pocahontas County ) 


( Part 1 ) 

( Sec D ) 

GALFORDS CREEK:- 


aoBcoe W. Brown._ 

S&- ftt'- 


Galforde Creek , the head waters of Sitlington Cree^ from 


Glade Hill Eastward have been locally known as Galforde Creek from t:je very 

Thomas Galford 

earliest settlement of of this region of Pocahontas County % settled on Galforde 


Creek then called Sitlington Creek about the year of 1732*was a tax payer at thi 
date . The Pioneer Thomas Galford secured a Land Grant of 154 Acres of land 


situate on Sitlington Creek , bearing date of 1794 # and is now the same land.owAed 


by -.vade Galford and Charley Wilfong, on Galford6 Creek Eabt of Glade Hill; 


There is a tradition ifylftt handed down among the Galford decendants that the pioneer 


Thomas Galford , gave a Bear Trap for his first homestead on Galfords Caeek, 

this could have happened in the way of barter , and no record made of the transaction. 

Galforde Creek has two branches , known as Right hand prong^and Left hai^r^ 
prong ; The left hand prong is known as the Eig Spring Branch of Galfords Creek, 
which gives rise in a very large Gravelly Spring .known as the Eig Spring; 


_This Jpring is situated at a very high altitude, in the Alleghany fountains between 

-L » 


the Ranshorn mountain^ and the Guinn Ridge 


Th. main Galfords cr.ok ,or Right hood prong ; ho, . total length of 6.1 
»il.. , .ith . total fall of 1125 fast, eith . rat. of ,. u par . u ., of 184.4 fo.t 
per nile, and hae a drainage are basin of 8.65 square miles 


Th. loft Hand Prong known „ th. Big Bpring branch , u ^ th of 
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drftlnage basin area of 2.43 square miles. 

;rs;a foreSt ° r the Galfords creek wa £ taken out by the , or ti r k i 

. '."S't'--:' ' ^ Fork Lumber 

W 


Company , in the . ear 0 <- „ 

-1-926. The Galforde Creek 


‘ lch ks P t cu.UBhine from th 
ountein Brook Trout., 




andi 


s ° e of the first settlers on upper ^alford6 Creek was Ludy Taylor ., 

Samuel Posten who had settled on the lands that was later occupied by Richard Hudson 

' r,e n ^e " Gal fords Creek" vh&fbo named by the early settler, ent made by the 

pioneer Thomas Galford, and the historical incident that happened in his fa - i-y, 

, w hi c h 

, . , * ✓/ 
w..icn was the primary cause^in naming the branch Galfords Creek. 

The Story in brief, as follows:- It is a matter of authentic history^ 

that Thomas Galford was living with his family on what is now ^alford6 Creek, 

• / 

when the Indiana were still making raids throughout the country. His daughter - 

14 years of age was sent on an errand and was never heard of afterwards ; 
word was sent to adj the settlers far and near , and vain search was made ; while 
searching along the creek thinking she had fallen in the water and drowned, they 
found a large Indian trail , th*e tracks of the girl, some bits of clotfc and other 
signs which g&ve evidence that Elizabeth had been captured by the Indians. 

The trail was followed till became so obscure that, tr.eidea of recapturing the 
girl was given up for the time. A few month subsequently Thomas Galford with a man 
by the name of Samuel Gragory , went on through to the Indian villages in Ohio 
but found no evidence of the missing girl. There is a tradition , or true story^ 
that upon their return,they captured two fine horses from the Indians , add knowing 
that they would be followed, by the Indians, returned on their own trail, and in 
ambush shot two or three of the Indians , which put a check on the pursuit, and 
then by travelling all r.igt made their escape beck home. The ornarents and bracelets 
wers taken from the Indians , which wes burned when Thomas Gelfcrd Junior, lest hie 
house by fire . The captured horses were two fine stallions , the Bay wee called 
•• B UC k Rabbit" end the other " Irish Grey** Buck Rabbit was sold to John Eird , the 
ancesyX'er of the Bird relation of Highland County . The other was bought by 
John Harness a trader from Staunton ( SEE prices History for this note # ) 

The fact that Elizabeth Galford was captured by the Indians , ie an authentic 
historical feet, It is one of the tragedies common among the early settlers of the 
Greenbrier valley, while this incident occurred more than one hundred and fifty year 













ar.d or long ae ^alforde Creok will ripple on toward the eea # placidly, with 


-p eternal echeme of nature t it will eerve ae a marker or monument to 

the 

perpetuate the memory of capture of Elizabeth Galfcrd cry the Indiana. 


•.iCNY RUN;- Stony Run ie the largest branch that flows ir.to the Galford 

Creek , it has an entire length of 3.3 miles with a total fall of 1400 feet 


and has a fall of 442. 2 feet per mile, with a drainage area basin of 
4.30 square miles . 


The Warn Lumber Company built a standard gag^fs Railroad up Stony Run 


a..d crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the h6ad of Stony Run and went down on 


“ e waterB of Ruckman Draf$ and hauled quite : a lot of timber from the 


South of the Allegheny Mountain to the Lumber Mill at Ray wood near Sitlington 

/ 

ihe undertaking of hauling timber across the Allegheny and keeping up the 

Railroad rf* was a very expensive undertaking, and the project was abendoned 

leaving—much of the virgin forest on the South side of the .Allegheny mountain. 

H&here: the Railroad crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the head of Stooy 
F.un the elevation is near about 4000 feet 


virgin forest was taken out ; The bottom land of the Stony Run id very 


The water of the Stor.y Run is clear as crystal and was ice cold before t*e 
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completely covered with 


‘ for many y 


creek worn stones and thereby it has been call* 
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BKAN0H - The Thorn*;/ Branch: ie a small branch that flows i.-to the 
^itlingten Creek Jest of what ie termed as Calforde Creek, and rives 

ri ” nSar the divide of the wat * rs ^ Rosin Run . The Thorney Branch 

h “s an entire length of 3.8 miles witha fall of 450 feet, with a^llB^ 

'f + ^ 

/* 6f ^ nile ’ and has a n area ° f a drainage basin of 1.78 square miles . 

Tr.e Thorny Branch valley was origionally covered with |he famous Vhito - 
^ , timber . The virgin White pine was takeout by the Sliding systan 

the year of 1890. The elide was built by hewing one side of the logs 
snd pining then down ^a short log forming a V shaped gutter for the logs 

t0 8lde ^ ’ the teaa ° f horees wa8 to the rear log which wae called 

a bumper, about 25 or 3 0 logs would be rolled in the slide each being 

operated a few inchs or feet , by the use of a Trail Bar; The slide would be 

watered , by the use of a water barrel which was run over the Slide be*. 

the logs were rolled in. Sliding was done in freezing weather, The Bumper log 

- the rear wae hauled by a", " G rab so that if the trail ran away the team 
wculd be free from entanglement. 

r 

_ / 

The Thorney Branch,received its name from the many thorn trees 


at grew on the branch, and the variety that seemed to grow most abundantly 
^ the Dotted Them" which can be identified by the large red or yellow fruU 

WhiCh SlVeS “ 3 ^ appearance in the fall. Some times the tree 

" ni 35 ^ h8ight * With a S to 14 inches. The trunk is thick 

and snort, and the crown id ver broad and flat-tppped. 

The Bark is gray with thin scales or old trurv. . 

on oxa trunks and the branches are conerel 

-ith straight thorr.es which are to 2^ inches long. 

Tr: B leaves are alternate, simple, tapering at the base, almost blunt pointed 
at the apex and irregularly serrate or eometimss lobed. 

The Fiovrer8 appear in i'av cnJ T ,, , 

P? n . ay and „une and are white. The fruit ripens in the f 

The .Yood is heavy, hard . , 

" ar -, a..d cose grained. This trse prefers rich sandy 

soils of mountain borders and err,wo * , 

gr ° we ln ^-eickete. It is a comnon tree cf h<vn 




SHOCK RUN;- Shock Run is that branch of Sitlington Creek that flows on the 
North-East side of the Michael Mountain and connects v/ith Sitlington Creek 


".ear the Gap at the North-East end of Michael ?'ountain . 

ir.ie branch was formerly called Buzzards Creek , for about 100 years 
ute.n Buzzard the progenitor of all the Buzzards of Pocahonttfai County settled 


on this Branch and the most of his children settled on this Branch or very near 


wo - , and the vicinity was locally known as Buzzards Roost 

The State Highway passes through the BuzzariCreek Valley and in the 
hay harvest tine , hay SHOCKS may be seen by the thousand , and some folks 

•• u 

passing tnrough nick-named^ the Branch, Shock Run in correspondence of the 
-.an;> Shocks that could be seen in the meadows, tha name seems to cling to 

vhe Me Run , which was locally known as Buzzards Creek. 

The Shock Run or Buzzards Creek Has an entire ? o xu - 


7 ~ ™ a lali ^ 35b.3 feet per mile , and has a 

ar9a tfisin of 10.65 square miles . 

This Valley is a fine fanning section, and has been well adapted to 
fruit raising, and there is plausible reason for believing that the larg 
tree in Pocahontas County, and it *ay be even in West Virginia, nay be ee 
the pi ace where Reuben Buzzard built his frontier hone. It meac-rass thr 

^ ^ ' . < i _ # 


ces History o 


cahontas 


-**is Branch should 



.-.'ATt/HAL SKTTIX CHAPTjJr. THREE ( Pocahontas County ) 


( Fart 1 ) 

( Sac D ) 
GALFORDS CREEK: 


Bcoe ',V. Brown. 






Galforde Creek , the head waters of Eitlington Creek from 


Glade Hill Eastward have been locally known as Galforde Creek from the very 
earliest settlement of of this region of Pocahontas Count" ^ItUed on Galforde 
Creek then called Sitlington Creek, about the year of 17S 2 ,was a tax payer at thi 
date . The Pioneer Thomas Galford secured a Land Grant of 1 5 4 Acres of land 
situate on Sitlington Creek .bearing date of 1 79 4 . and is now the same landed 
by iVade Galford and Charley Vilfong, on Galforde Creek 3a*t of Glade Hill; 

There id a tradition t#t handed down *nong the Galford deoendante that the poonar 

Thomas Galford . gave a Bear Trap for his first homestead on Galforde Cneek. 

this could have happened in the way of barter , and no record made of the transaction. 

Galforde Creek has two branches , known as Right hand prong and Left ha.4^ 
Prong ; The left hand prong is known as the Big Spring Branch of Galforde Creek ' 

"^h giVSS ri8e ^ ^ Gravelly Spring .known as the Big Spring; 

This Spring is situated at a verv h-ich ; 

„ ~ ™ ry hl2 ‘’ Alleghany fountain, between 

tee »«.h.r„ .ountai^ , nd th . 

The main Galfords CrepV „ — re* . . . 

• . Right hand prong^has a total length of 6.1 
miles with a total fall of m? r 

„ 1125 ,,et ’ 11 »' '11 Per nils .1 l8 4 1 fes , 

per mile, and has * ^ ro - 9 * eet 

Inetneg. b..i„ „ f 8 . 6J ^ _ 

. I ™T'ZZ i“T ,h0 Bis 5prins w “ eh h,s ■^ - - 

1r —.— 

r out * the ^ ~ 

Wae heavily timbered with f ’ ^ ^ Galf ords Creek 

8tre ® , an;J th Hemlock trees, which kept the sunshine from the 

- — 1 fSVOrable - - Mountain Brook Trout, which infest* 


iU ■«t«ra ciea- 


to the hea * s?rsags 
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- «rd nr long ae “alfords Creek will ripple on toward th 

ite eternel scheme of nature , it will serve as a marker 

the 

perpetuate the memory of, capture of Elizabeth Galfcrd ay 


e eea # placidly.vitk 

or nomrer.t to 
“the Indiane. 


C7CNY RUX; - 
Creek , it has 
ar.d has a fall 
4. .30 square mil 


Stony Run ie the largest branch that flows into the Celford 
an entire length of 3.3 Biii eB with a total fall #f 1400 f-#t 

of 442.2 feet per mile, with a drainage area basin of 
es . 



Tl,. »ru Lumber Coupon, built e eteniurd g.tye R.ilro.d „p stony R„„ 
end croeeed th. .Ulc t he„. Beunteln at the h.ud Story R»» ..j „ nt iam „ 

er6 Cf tie RUCkEan 3raf *, and quite a lot of timber from the 

South of the Allegheny Mountain to the Lumber Mill at Haywood near Sitlington 

The undertaking of hauling timber across the Allegheny and keeping up the 

r.ailrcsd ^ W a S a very expensive undertaking, and the project was abandoned 

leaving^jnuch of the virgin forest on the South side of the Allegheny mountain. 

Vflhere: the Railroad crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the head of Stoey 
Run . the elevation i E near about 4000 feet . 

The water of the Stony Run is clear as crystal and was ice cold before t*e 
virgin forest ... out Th. b.ttoc rand of th. Stony nun id very 

rooky. »r.l «t the mouth of the Run .her. it flow, into Celford. Creek it ie 
completely covered 1th enell creek ,,r„ stones, und thereby it he. been ,11* 

SToxar run f 0 


r many yeare. 



